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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial office action based on the application filed on July 23, 2003. Claims 
1-12 and 15-29 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form 
for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent 
form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 6 consists of a first value that is defined by a bit associated with a bit 
vector for the system data structured of claim 1 . Claim 2, already includes a limitation. 
In this regard, the limitation is "said indication" or the first value of the data structure as 
in claim 1 corresponds to a set of a bit vector. Therefore the Examiner finds no 
patentable distinction between claims 2 and claim 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefore, subject to the conditions 
and requirements of this title. 

Claims 19 and 29 are non statutory. In view of Applicant's disclosure, specification (fig. 
3; page 11, line 15; page 7, lines 8-12), the means for intercepting, translating; and the 
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translation device 42 that constitute the claimed system is constructed of software 
program instructions; "translation system 42". Thus, the claimed system could be 
considered a software program containing machine-executable instructions, per se (and 
not associated with any physical structure). See MPEP 2106.01 - 1: "...computer 
programs claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of 
the programs, are not physical "things." They are neither computer components nor 
statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer 
programs do not define any structural and functional interrelationships between the 
computer program and other claimed elements of a computer which permit the 
computer program's functionality to be realized... ". 

Dependent claims 20-22 of claim 19 are also affected by these claims rejection. 
Appropriate change is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
forms the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 



Application/Control Number: 10/625,790 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2194 

international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 15-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being 
anticipated by Record et al. (US 5625821). 

Claims 1, 9,15,19, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28 and 29: Record teaches, a system and method for 
selectively blocking event signals associated with operating systems, comprising: 

a. an operating system configured to detect an occurrence of an event and to 
transmit an event signal corresponding to said event (fig. 1/11); 

b. a first data structure having a first value indicating whether said event signal is 
blocked (fig. 1/28a, 45 and 47, col. 5 lines 4—30; fig. 13/226); and 

c. a device responsive to a system call for updating said first value in said first 
data structure (fig. 1/14a-d), said device configured to receive said event signal from 
said operating system (fig. 1/49) and to transmit a signal indicating said occurrence of 
said event in the absence of an indication from said first value that said event signal is 
blocked (fig. 1. col. 4, lines 12-52; col. 5, lines 5-67; fig. 7 and 8, lines 20-67 and col. 8 
lines 1-19). 

Claims 2, 6 andl 1 : Record teaches, 

wherein said indication corresponds to a set bit of a bit vector (fig. 7 and 8/427, col. 8 
lines 1-19; event data structure including fields). 
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Claims 3: Record teaches 

wherein said device is a translation device configured to intercept and interpret signals 
from said operating system and a software program (col. 4, lines 40-52 ; including a 
protocol and interpreter) . 

Claims 4,17-18, 21- 22 and 25: Record teaches. 

Wherein said system call is an instruction for said operating system to block said event 
signal (fig. 13/226; disabled indicator; fig. 7 and 8, col. 7, lines 20-67; fig. 1/54; 
operating system call function "EventWait" for blocking event calls). The element 
"EventWait" of Record 's reference meets the claimed limitation of the claim. 

Claims 5 and 10: Record teaches 

wherein said system for selectively blocking is associated with a translation system 
that receives signals transmitted to said operating system, interprets said signals, and 
translates said signals into a form compatible with said operating system (fig. 1 col. 4, 
lines 40-52). 

Claims 7, 12: Record teaches, 

a second data structure having a second value corresponding with said first value and 
configured to indicate that said device received said event signal (fig. 1/62; fig. 1/28, 45 
and 47; fields attribute ), and wherein said device is further configured to transmit said 
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signal indicating said occurrence of said event based on said second value (col. 6, 
lines 41-67; col. 4, lines 6-11). 

Claims 8,16, 20: Record teaches, 

wherein said system call is configured to instruct said operating system to unblock 
said event signal (fig. 13/224 col. 17, lines 13-28; fig. 1/64; an operating system call the 
function "EventMonitorEnable" ). The element "EventMonitorEnable function" of 
Record 's reference meets the claimed limitation of the claim. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hinckley (5828882) discloses an Event notification facility. 

Solomon (6269409) discloses a method and apparatus for concurrent execution of 

operating systems 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Exr. Abdou Seye whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-1062. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, contact 
the examiner's supervisor, William Thomson at (571) 272-3718. The fax phone 
number for formal or official faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (571) 273-8300. 
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Draft or informal faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be 
submitted directly to the examiner at (571) 273-6722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whoaeitelepbehe 



number is (571)272-3600. 
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